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Upcoming Club Program 
 

 
 
 

Date Speaker Chairperson 

2nd March General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Steve Hill 

9th March No General Meeting (Labour Day Holiday)  

16th March Board Meeting (Via Zoom) Steve Hill 

23rd March General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. South 
Oakleigh College – Students Update 

John Bethune 

30th March General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Venturers 
from the Wirringga Scouts - “Venture 26” 

Sam Oddo 

6th April No General Meeting – Easter Monday  

13th April General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Steve Hill 

20th April Board Meeting (Via Zoom) Steve Hill 

27th April General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Steve Hill 

4th May General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Steve Hill 

11th May General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Steve Hill 
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Rotary Four Way 
Test 

"Of the things we think, 
say or do: 
 
1. Is it the Truth? 
2. Is it Fair to all 
concerned? 
3. Will it build goodwill 
and better friendships? 
4. Will it be beneficial to 
all concerned?" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Meeting & Notes  
 

Last Meeting (23rd February): 
 
Apologies = Greg Telley, Bronwen Lamond, Vivienne Blennerhassett, John Barnes and Byron 
Kyriakides. 
Make Ups = Felicity & Howard Smith (RC of Berwick). 
Leave of Absence = None. 
Visitors = Girl Guides – Lillian Coburn, Lilly Hollings & Zara Sheppard and Girl Guide Leaders – 
Jillian Malin, Tasha Siedlecki & Emma Gilbert and we also had prospective rotary members – 
Orlando Green and Judith the nice lady who the club painted the fence. 
 
This week our guest speakers were three lovely girls from the South Oakleigh Girl Guides, Lillian, 
Lilly & Zara who gave an excellent presentation to the members on their attendance at the 
Jamboree in Murwillumbah.  
 

 
 
Murwillumbah welcomed over 1,300 Girl Guides and volunteer leaders from across the country for 
the Girl Guide Australian Jamboree from Sunday 28 September to Sunday 5 October 2025. 
 
Also, we a viewed a video from the students at the South Oakleigh College which was titled “2026 
Happy World Rotary Day”. Click on the link to watch the video - 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uoIVefrmsP8oAAwjvK8JbHy5xGT1M8eO/view 
 
To hear and see the South Oakleigh Girl Guides Presentation and all the other General Business 
made by the members, refer to the video by clicking on this link. 
 

Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market – Information & 
Roster 
 

 
 

The Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market Bookings are now online. Click Image above or scan 
the QR code below to make your booking 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uoIVefrmsP8oAAwjvK8JbHy5xGT1M8eO/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MmIMtLGFJWNqLY7CVoM0LyMk7OwhAz94/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market
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The Object of 

Rotary 
 
1.  The development of 
acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;  
 
2.  High ethical standards 
in business and 
professions; the 
recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful 
occupations, and the 
dignifying of each 
Rotarian's occupation as 
an opportunity to serve 
society;  
 
3.  The application of the 
ideal of service in each 
Rotarian's personal, 
business, and community 
life;  
 
4.  The advancement of 
international 
understanding, goodwill, 
and peace through a 
world fellowship of 
business and professional 
persons united in the 
ideal of service. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Oakleigh Rotary Market Roster 
 

 
 

    
 

 8AM - 1PM

Date Notes Leader SET-UP/Monitor SET-UP/Monitor Main Gate CASH/PACKUP CASH/PACKUP CASH/PACKUP

8/03/2026 Doug Bowden Rotaract Terry Elms Scouts George Carydias
Byron for 

Marcus R
Richard Simmons

15/03/2026
District 

Conference
John Bethune Greg Telley SOBC Scouts Marcus R Sam Oddo John Barnes

22/03/2026 Lesley Zuccaro Ralph Zuccaro George Carydias Scouts Vivienne B Robyn McNab Byron Kyriakides

29/03/2026 David Whiting Martha Bodon Rotaract Scouts Michael Ellinger Jon Briesch Steve Hill

ROTARY FIRST SHIFT 6AM to 10AM ROTARY SECOND SHIFT 09:45AM to 2:00PM

Rotary Market Roster - version

Market Roster: Shift 1; 6 am to 10 am: Shift 2; 9.45 am to 1.45 pm (Market Close 2 PM ) (there is a 15 minute handover)

If you are unable to do your shift it is up to you to arrange a swap with another member - please advise Michael and copy David W & Doug

NOTE; Leader ( in Blue) responsible for co-ordination & management of the Market for the Day (does not have to be present for whole day)

FINAL 08/02/2026

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://fittingintelligence.com/contact/rotaryoch/
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Club Vision 
 
OCH Rotary is an 
energetic, fun-loving, 
forward-thinking Rotary 
Club that wishes to 
continue to grow 
strategically and provide 
all its members with 
opportunities to serve 
while undertaking 
worthwhile and 
sustainable projects 
locally, nationally and 
globally. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Perc Moore Award 
 
Hello all 
 
On Wednesday February 18, Head of Department Ann Moore, and myself conducted interviews 
with five Apprentices from Holmesglen TAFE Waverley Campus in order to select the winner of the 
Perc Moore Award for the Outstanding Horticulture Apprentice. 
 
As is always the case, the five nominees were all worthy candidates, but after much discussion we 
decided to select BETHANY CRUIKSHANK as the winner of the award, which was first presented 
in 1977. 
 
On Wednesday March 4, I will present the award to Bethany at the Holmesglen Awards Night at 
the Chadstone Campus of Holmesglen TAFE. 
 
Congratulations Bethany, we will all look forward to meeting her at the Club Vocation Awards 
Dinner later in the year. 
 
My thanks to Ann Moore and Helen Georgiou for their assistance in the process. 
 
Regards  
Peter 
 

2026 Krusher information 
 
2026 Oakleigh Amateur F.C. Practice match details 
 
21st March 
Parkdale Secondary College 
Women v Tyabb 9.00am 
U19s v Hampton Hammers 11.00 
Reserve v Hampton hammers 1.00pm 
Seniors v Hampton Hammers 3.00 
  

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
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Quick Links 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28th March 
Karingal Dve Ballam Park,  
U19 v Karingal Bulls 9.00am 
Reserve v Karingal 11.30am 
Seniors v Karingal 2.00pm 
  
29th March (Sunday) 
Monash Uni 
Frearson Oval 
Women v Monash Blues 2.00pm 
 
2026 Premiership reunions / past players day  
Saturday the 23rd of May @ Scammell Reserve  
1966 Emmanuel Reserves  
1966 Oakleigh YCW U15s 
1976 Emmanuel Senior  
1976 Oakleigh Sacred Heart u13s 
2006 Oakleigh Amateur F.C. Seniors  
Big day ahead!! 
Contact details in the flyer below and we need your all to RSVP. 
12-30pm start with formalities at 1-15pm  
Drinks at bar prices all day /night served with finger food. 
Meat tray raffle will be pumping. 
 

 
 
Player / coaches Sponsorship  
Sponsor your favourite player or coach now via the website for $200. New flyer will be sent out 
very soon  

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://epubs.media/rotarydownunder/ezine/2026/688/
https://rotary9815.org.au/bulletin/viewsent/ba9eeaf3-2148-411e-b5a4-b6d1d38bf542/8f75d31e-bba4-48f2-95b8-6b260bc183d2?mid=8BS858y1L/Sgor3wv5zGmDA/Ajc4Q4hR4zJTuWcgWxQ=&type=m
http://rotaryoch.org.au/1315/images/MONCASNewsletterJan2026.pdf
https://wheelchairsforkids.org/
https://foodplantsolutions.org/
https://rotaryoch.org.au/1315/images/OnBroadwaySpring2025.pdf
https://hail.to/rotary-on-the-move/publication/nhAYUHl
https://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/council/news/latest-news
https://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/council/news/kingston-your-city
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Special 
Announcements 

19th March – David 

Whiting Birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits include: 

• Photo of your player with your sponsor name/logo on Club socials 

• Your Player goes into regular draws for free annual player subscription 

• A weekly Player Sponsor draw to win a full week of social media promoting your business 

• Invite to a 200 Club home game function** 
 
If anyone is sitting pretty and counting your cash (e.g. Costigan, Greely come to mind) 
spare a thought for a few younger type players who will struggle to find a $200 player 
sponsor? 
No point being the richest person in the cemetery!  
 
Club Sponsorship 
All clubs need support from local business and past players contacts, if you would like to 
sponsor our great club, please contact Deacon Kitts 0447 212 972, Chris Grant 0431 336 923 
or Pat Heverin 0402 905 198. 
 
200 Club and Sun Hats 
This year we are giving away new Krusher Sun hats (As per the photo of Ruby now Boxhill Hawks 
Gun player and Craig) to all 200 club members who have paid their membership by round 1.  
Pay your membership and have a nice new Sunsmart OAFC hat for Summer. 
The 200 club will be firing every home game for the seniors at half time and everyone / anyone is 
able to join. Mums, Dads, partners, friends etc. 
This year the options are $200, $500 and $1000 and Mick Costigan / Michael Short and Kevin 
O’Sullivan are helping this year in and out of the kitchen / bar. 
 
200 Club Banking details  
BSB 633 000 
Account number 148181779 
leave your name as a reference please. 
 

 
 
Thank you to our sponsors  
  
McDonalds (Clayton and Chadstone)  
Harcourts Real Estate (Oakleigh) James Grosso 
South Oakleigh Bowling Club 
Rotary Oakleigh, Clayton Huntingdale 
Just Conveyancing (Kayne Perry) 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
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Kwik Kopy Braeside (Richard May) 
Form (Andy Hobday) 
Clare O'Neil 
Steve Dimopoulos 
Celebrations Liquor (Steve Ando)  
Bobby and Billy soft drinks   
Elegance Tiles Moorabbin store 
Oakleigh Dragons Junior F.C. 
  
Please use our sponsors and tell them you are from the Mighty Oakleigh Amateur F.C./ Krushers 
 

Webinar: Legacy in Action: Intergenerational 
Philanthropy and the Power of Family 
Giving                        
 

 
 

WEBINAR INVITATION 
  
We are thrilled to announce an upcoming webinar that promises to provide invaluable insights for 
Rotarians across our region into family philanthropy and intergenerational giving. This event will 
feature Rotarian Quinto (Quin) Scalzo AM FAICD, Founder and Executive Chairman of Scalzo 
Food Industries, and his daughter Cathy Scalzo, CEO of Scalzo Family Office. The Scalzo family 
established the Grace and Emilio Foundation, which is committed to ensuring that children and 
young people at risk of not meeting their full potential are given the support they need to thrive. 
The Foundation funds the work of numerous charities in Australia and globally. 
 
  
Webinar Details:  

• Date: Monday, 16 March 2026 

• Time: 2PM AWST / 4.30PM ACDT / 5PM AEDT / 7PM NZT 
 
Please register here: ZOOM LINK  
  
Key Speakers: 
   
Quinto (Quin) Scalzo AM FAICD, Founder of Scalzo Food Industries and Member of Rotary 
Club of Melbourne 
 
Quin migrated with his family from Italy to Australia in 1955. 
Quin became the founder of Scalzo Food Industries, one of Australia and New Zealand’s Top 50, 
privately-owned, board-run food businesses that began operations in 1977. Their capabilities in 
ingredient supply, as partners to retailers and manufacturing expertise have fuelled their 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://rotary-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7su9yLDvRMy2OB1w1AXbTA#/registration


Website - https://rotaryoch.org.au/home 

2nd March 2026                                                                                                        Page 8 of 14                                                                    Volume 7, Number 30                                                                                                                                                                                           

development - as an agile, growth orientated business that focuses on innovation and adding 
value to drive mutually beneficial partnerships. 
Scalzo Foods is located in Melbourne with a network of manufacturing capabilities, offices and 
warehouses across Australia and New Zealand. They have also made a large commitment to 
Agricultural in Australia with investments in Farms in regional Victoria and a Plant Protein facility, 
which has extended their capabilities in the export market. 
Quin is a dedicated Rotarian and is the past President of the Rotary Club of Melbourne. He was 
awarded a Member of the Order of Australia in May 2018. 
He is married to Lina and they have 4 children and 9 grandchildren. 
 
Cathy Scalzo, CEO of Scalzo Family Office 
 
Cathy is CEO of the Scalzo Family Office and Trustee of the Grace and Emilio Foundation. She is 
Chair of Australians Investing in Women, Deputy Chair of the Mornington Peninsula Foundation 
and on the board of the Social Impact Hub. Cathy served on the board of ygap for 6 years until 
2025.  Cathy was previously General Counsel of Scalzo Foods, one of Australia’s largest privately 
owned food businesses, worked as a senior associate at Allens specialising in workplace and anti-
discrimination law and was a diplomat at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 
  
Join us for this fantastic opportunity to gain insights from Quin and Cathy on their interests in and 
passions for business, philanthropy, legacy, and structured giving. Their stories and experiences 
can provide inspiration to elevate your own Rotary giving. 
 
Please share this invitation with your club members! 
 
Whether you are a regular donor or new to philanthropy, don't miss out on the chance to learn 
from your peers and enhance your understanding of joys and challenges in intergenerational 
giving. 
(The webinar will be recorded and made available on demand, too.) 
  
We look forward to your participation! 
  
With warm wishes, 
  
The Rotary Foundation team, South Pacific & Philippines 
 

Upcoming Dates                          
 
Sunday 8th March 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market. (Bookings are now online. Book your 
spot by following this link - https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-oakleigh-
rotary-sunday-market 
 
Monday 9th March 2026 – No General Meeting (Labour Day Holiday) 
 
Friday 13th March to 15th March 2026 – 2026 D9815 & D9830 Rotary Conference 
 
Sunday 15th March 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market 
 
Sunday 22nd March 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market 
 
Sunday 22nd March 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market 
 
Sunday 29th March 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market.  
 

Club Positions for 2025/26 
 
President     Steven Hill                          (Board) 
Vice President                                          Bronwen Lamond               (Board) 
Past President                                          Felicity Smith                      (Board) 
President Elect                                         Richard Simmons               (Board) 
Secretary     Robyn McNab                   (Board) 
Treasurer     George Carydias      (Board) 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market
https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market
https://rotary9815.org.au/page/district-conference-2026/
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Community                 Vivienne Blennerhassett     (Board) 
International                 Doug Bowden                      (Board) 
New Generations                    John Bethune                       (Board) 
Vocational                 Peter Webb                 
Foundation    Ralph Zuccaro                     (Board)     
Data / Tech                                              Byron Kyriakides                  (Board) 
Club Protection Officer               David Park 
Membership / Club Service  David Park                      
PR / Fundraising               TBD                            
Market Manager                                       TBD                           
Programme    Jon Breisch                          
Bulletin                                                     Michael Ellinger                   (Board) 
Rotaract                                                   Cess Hodges 
On to Conference                           Tom Buzza                         
Sergeant at Arms                                     Sam Oddo 
 
Please note that there are some roles that still need filling so if you can assist in any of these roles 
please reach out to Steve and let him know.  
 

District 9815 News 
 

DG News February 2026 - Meet Your New High Performance Marketing Team 
 

It’s David Button here — your District 9815 Communications Chair — and yes, I’m excited. 
 
Across our District, Clubs are back in action. Projects are moving, leaders are stepping up and 
fresh ideas are taking shape. The momentum is real — and this month’s DG News captures it 
perfectly. 
 
In this edition, District Governor Peter introduces the newly formed High Performance Marketing 
Team — created with one clear purpose: to help Clubs tell their story more powerfully. 
 
Watch the video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ez3MHVGzBY 
 
This team is ready to support you to: 

• Showcase your impact to the wider community 

• Strengthen communication with members and supporters 

• Attract new members and partners 

• Position Rotary as vibrant, relevant and worth joining 
 
Despite a lively filming environment (let’s just say microphones had a workout!), what shines 
through is the expertise and commitment of this team. They are a practical, accessible resource 
for every Club in D9815. 
 
DG News isn’t just an update — it’s your connection point. A chance to see what’s happening 
across the District and identify opportunities for your Club. 
 
So, take a few minutes, press play, and then: 

• Share it with your members 

• Discuss it at your next meeting 

• Act on one opportunity that stands out 
 
Let’s make 2026 the year our stories are told as strongly as our service is delivered. 
 
You can also connect with the High Performance Marketing Team here: 
https://rotary9815.org.au/sitepage/high-performance-marketingteam 
 
Enjoy the video — and let’s keep building the momentum. 
 
Yours in Rotary 
David Button 
District 9815 Communications Chair 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ez3MHVGzBY
https://rotary9815.org.au/sitepage/high-performance-marketingteam
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District 9815 Webmaster 2024-2025 

 
Get ready for RYLA 2026! 

 
We are incredibly excited to announce RYLA 2026 will be on 6 to 11 July 2026! 
  
The Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) is a 6-day leadership conference for 18 to 30 year-
olds to discover their potential, build connections and gain practical skills. 
  
Now is the time to start identifying potential participants that your club could sponsor. 
  
Applications are open now! The participant application form and more information about RYLA 
can be accessed here: https://linktr.ee/ryla9815 
  
The RYLA team is also keen to help your club find participants, so if you would like any specialised 
promotional material or other resources to target certain participants, please let us know. 
  
Sponsoring a participant or leader for RYLA 2026 will be $1,650 (inc. GST), the same as last year. 
  
You may have also heard that RYPEN is coming back! The Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment 
(RYPEN) is a 3-day enrichment program for 14 to 17 year-olds, and it will be returning in 
September 2026! The RYPEN team will be in touch soon to introduce themselves and let you 
know more about RYPEN. 
  
The RYLA and RYPEN teams are also happy to visit your club as a guest speaker to discuss the 
programs in person. If you would like us to come and present at your club, please let us know. 
  
We really enjoyed our club visits throughout 2025, especially seeing RYLA participants give 
presentations to their sponsor clubs. I was inspiring to see them share their experiences, reflect on 
their personal growth, and talk about what they gained from the RYLA conference. It’s amazing to 
see the real-world benefit that RYLA has had on so many people. 
  
We look forward to discussing RYLA 2026 with you! In the meantime, feel free to email with any 
questions that you may have. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
The RYLA 9815 Team 
 

 
 

 
Volunteer Youth Forms 

 
“All members - following up on working with children checks – it is imperative that al members who 
may come in contact – even incidental - with children (those under 18) have a working with 
children’s card (WWC) – most members have one but for those that do not could you apply for one 
ASAP and advise Michael once its received. It costs nothing to apply for a card as a volunteer – 
you can apply using this link Working with Children Check (service.vic.gov.au) 
 
Now for the additional requirement of a Form 3 – as explained by the District Youth Chair – Ken 
Mirams – this is an additional requirement imposed by both the Victorian Government, Rotary 
International and for insurance purposes. The Form 3 is an extra check particularly for those 
situations where you may at any time be in a one-on-one situation with a child (anyone under 18), 
in those cases you must have both the WWC card and a completed Form 3.  
 
Trust that this clarifies – incidental contact with children (not one on one) a WWC check is 
sufficient – in situations where you will or may be one on one then a Form 3 must be completed. 
Of course, logistically it makes planning a lot easier if we all have both the WWC card and a Form 
3” 
 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://linktr.ee/ryla9815
https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children
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Upon completion, please send the form to me. 
 
Regards: 
Robyn McNab 
Secretary (2025-26) 
Rotary Club Oakleigh Clayton Huntingdale Inc 

 

Rotaract Club of Monash 
 
 

  
 

Club Meeting Details: 
 
The Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of the Month at 7:30pm for a 7:45pm start at the 
Clayton Hotel, 319 Clayton Road, Clayton. Send them a message at info@monashrotaract.org.au 
if you would like to join them and not miss out. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

 
 

Click on the image to book your spot or visit - https://rotary9815.org.au/event/rotaract-victoria---
sacred-hearts-a-rotaract-ball/ 

 

Where other Clubs Meet 
 
A Rotarian can attend the weekly meeting of any Rotary club around the world. This is a “make-
up” and counts as attendance credit when you are not able to attend a meeting of your own club.  
 
Details for all District 9815 clubs can be obtained on the website www.rotary9815.org.au  
Details for clubs around the world are available on the RI website (www.rotary.org) 
 
 
 
 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://rotary9815.org.au/event/rotaract-victoria---sacred-hearts-a-rotaract-ball/
https://rotary9815.org.au/event/rotaract-victoria---sacred-hearts-a-rotaract-ball/
http://www.rotary9815.org.au/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://events.humanitix.com/sacred-hearts-rotaract-ball
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Reminders 
 
Please ensure that the club is aware if you will be missing a meeting. Contact Barry Cronan at 
Cron20@bigpond.com or mob: 0421 417 428 the day before the meeting, if you are not going to 
be present.  
 
Contributions for inclusion into the Bulletin should be passed to editor@rotaryoch.org.au by Friday 
evening of each week. 
 
Please remember if you cannot perform your rostered job, it is your duty to find a 
replacement to take your place. 

Visit our new Facebook page at @Rotaryoch9810 or click  
 
For any updates and changes which need to be made to the membership database please send 
them to editor@rotaryoch.org.au 
 

Joke of the Week 
 
Good way to get the kids there if that's what it takes. 

A man in Phoenix calls his son in New York the day before Thanksgiving and says: 
"I hate to ruin your day, but I have to tell you that your mother and I are divorcing; forty-five years 
of misery is enough". 
 
"Dad, what are you talking about?" the son screams. 
"We can't stand the sight of each other any longer", the father says, "we are sick of each other, 
and I'm sick of talking about this, so you call your sister in Chicago and tell her!" 
 
Frantic, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the phone:  
"Like heck, they're getting divorced", she shouts, "I'll take care of this!" 
 
She calls Phoenix immediately and screams at her father:  
"You are NOT getting divorced. Don't do a single thing until I get there. I'm calling my brother back, 
and we'll both be there tomorrow. Until then, don't do a thing, 
DO YOU HEAR ME?"  and hangs up. 
 
The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife:  "They are coming!" 
 

Rotary International News 
 

E-club develops young leaders through online workshops 
 
By Hannah Wallace 

 
Khumbo Chilimira Ndovi, a 25-year-old university lecturer in Malawi, has impressive leadership 
credentials as an accomplished young professional in the southeastern African country. She also 
knows how to have fun for a cause. 
 
As president of the Rotaract Club of Blantyre, Chilimira Ndovi organizes lively fundraisers like 
karaoke parties and trivia nights to raise money for blankets for babies born to mothers in need. 
Now, she’s thinking about how to make an even bigger impact. “I want to move on to a bigger 
project where we’re maybe building a hospital wing or where we’re building a library for a school,” 
she says. 
 
To help her get there, Chilimira Ndovi found a mentor in a seemingly unlikely place: 5,000 miles 
away in Scotland. Specifically, the Rotary E-Club of Southern Scotland, which recently started a 
virtual leadership development program that pairs Rotarians who are industry leaders with younger 
professionals for online workshops and one-on-one mentorship. 
 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
mailto:Cron20@bigpond.com
https://www.facebook.com/Rotaryoch9810/
mailto:editor@rotaryoch.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/Rotaryoch9810/
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The four-month program included lectures on everything from ethical leadership to managing 
conflicts. The club, whose members are from Europe, Africa, the U.S., and Australia, introduced 
the leadership program last year in a pilot phase with hopes it will spread districtwide. Besides 
giving the club a meaningful focus, members hope the program will also familiarize young 
professionals with the kinds of career and leadership development opportunities that are available 
to Rotary members. 
 
Early signs are positive. Chilimira Ndovi found a new respect for Rotary and is planning to 
transition to Rotary membership after her Rotaract presidency. She was paired with mentor Denis 
Robson, a Rotarian based in Innerleithen, Scotland, for conversations that often focused on 
navigating change in the workplace. “I want to know how I can manage change, manage 
differences, where I don’t just spiral because something is not going according to plan,” Chilimira 
Ndovi remembers telling him. 
 
Robson, a former director of African affairs for Johnson & Johnson and an honorary fellow of the 
College of Surgeons of East, Central, and Southern Africa, has navigated plenty of change. He 
quickly established a good rapport with Chilimira Ndovi. “She is a very confident young woman 
who enjoys challenges,” he says. “She is also a great team player.” 
 
In his role with Johnson & Johnson, Robson traveled to Malawi frequently. His familiarity with 
Chilimira Ndovi’s country, known as the Warm Heart of Africa for its reputation for kindness, put 
her at ease. “Her openness to sharing her thoughts in a trusting and open environment was a 
delight,” he says. He hopes to stay in contact with Chilimira Ndovi and work on projects together in 
Malawi. 
 
Chilimira Ndovi, for her part, built a network through the experience with participants from Europe, 
where she’s hoping to travel to one day. “We need to find ways to meet!” she says. 
 
The leadership program is part of a rebirth for the club, which was originally chartered in 2010 as 
the Rotary Club of Edinburgh Park. Member Lynne Nelson remembers that in those early days the 
club was based in a business park in Edinburgh and had about 25 members. But many of the 
club’s members moved abroad for work. When the club got down to 14 members, they realized 
that they had to do something. They switched to an e-club in 2014 in hopes of growing their 
membership internationally. 
 
The leadership program was the brainchild of two Rotary members in Switzerland, Tetiana 
Moroziuk and Juliet Beckwith. The two women were working together at the cancer prevention and 
screening company Exact Sciences when Beckwith suggested Moroziuk join the e-club. 
 
To read the full article click here 
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