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Upcoming Club Program 
 

Date Speaker Chairperson 
19th 
October 

Board Meeting (Via Zoom) Richard Simmons 

26th 
October 

General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Guest 
Speakers are the RYLA Leaders & the Subject is 
the RYLA Experience 

Sam Oddo 

2nd 
November 

No Club Meeting (Melbourne Cup Day Eve)  

9th 

November 

General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Guest 

Speaker is Stewart Richards (ex-Oakleigh 
Rotarian) 

Sam Oddo 

16th 

November 

Board Meeting (Via Zoom) Richard Simmons 

23rd 
November 

General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel, Guest 
Speakers are South Oakleigh College & Subject is 

RYPEN 

Sam Oddo 

30th 
November 

General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. We will be 
holding our AGM 

Richard Simmons 

7th 
December 

General Meeting not in person but via Zoom Only. Richard Simmons 

14th 

December 

General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. We will be 

holding our Xmas Party (More details to follow) 

Sam Oddo 

21st 
December 

Board Meeting (Via Zoom) Richard Simmons 

28th 
December 

No General Meeting this week due to the 
Christmas Break 
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Rotary Four-Way 
Test 

"Of the things we think, 
say or do: 
 
1. Is it the Truth? 
2. Is it Fair to all 
concerned? 
3. Will it build goodwill 
and better friendships? 
4. Will it be beneficial to 
all concerned?" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidents Report 
 

2026-27: Create Lasting Impact 
 
Last week’s meeting the assembled group of  Rotarian's (and a 

couple on line) were welcomed the Students f rom South 
Oakleigh College who we sponsored to go to MUNA (Model 
United Nations Assembly). 

 
The presentation was extremely well done and put together, 
well done all. 

 
We also had a presentation by Snr Sargent Mark on a project 
he is hoping to get going in the Monash district. a robust Q&A session af terwards threw some 

more light on the projects goals and it was proposed that the club might assist in some way - more 
news to come. 
 

Tonight is our board meeting, coming up next week are the team from RYLA to give us a 
presentation on what happened this year. 
 

Yours in Rotary 
Pres Richard 
 

Last Meeting & Notes  
 

Last Meeting (12th October): 
 
Apologies = Barry Cronan, Atul Gupta, John Bethune & Greg Telley. 

Make Ups = None. 
Leave of Absence = None. 
Visitors = Students (Soham, Kirrily and Owen) & Teachers f rom South Oakleigh College and Snr 

Sergeant Mark Rodgers (Oakleigh Police).  
 
This week our meeting was back at the Clayton Hotel and we were lucky enough to have some 

great guest speakers. 
 
First up were Soham, Kirrily and Owen f rom South Oakleigh College who presented on their 

(MUNA) Model United Nations Assembly experience which was recently held at the Lyndale 
Secondary College. 
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The Object of 

Rotary 
 
1.  The development of 
acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;  
 
2.  High ethical standards 
in business and 
professions; the 
recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful 
occupations, and the 
dignifying of each 
Rotarian's occupation as 
an opportunity to serve 
society;  
 
3.  The application of the 
ideal of service in each 
Rotarian's personal, 
business, and community 
life;  
 
4.  The advancement of 
international 
understanding, goodwill, 
and peace through a 
world fellowship of 
business and professional 
persons united in the 
ideal of service. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Model United Nations Assembly is an inter-school debating event where teams of  six students 
form a delegation to represent assigned countries and debate those countries' positions on set 

topics. Unlike other UN school programs, Rotary MUNA emphasizes debating resolutions rather 
than draf ting amendments.  
 

MUNA is a powerful extracurricular activity that brings together so much of  the VCE curriculum: 
History, Geography, Social Science, Political Studies, English and Drama, as well as providing 
opportunities for leadership and teamwork. 

 
Then we had Snr Sergeant Mark Rodgers f rom the Oakleigh Police who gave us an excellent 
presentation on VMS Trailer Concept to help support and protect the local community f rom Crime 

and teach them to ensure they keep themselves and valuables safe.  
 

 
 

 
To hear and see the presentations made f rom our Guest Speakers and General Business made 
by the members, refer to the video by clicking on this link. 

 

Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market – Information & 
Roster 
 

 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fvaXK2AdIAa_Y-1UEVXSLCtyoe-gWdMJ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market
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Club Vision 
 
OCH Rotary is an 
energetic, fun-loving, 
forward-thinking Rotary 
Club that wishes to 
continue to grow 
strategically and provide 
all its members with 
opportunities to serve 
while undertaking 
worthwhile and 
sustainable projects 
locally, nationally and 
globally. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market Bookings are now online. Click Image above or scan 

the QR code below to make your booking 
 

 
 

Oakleigh Rotary Market Roster 
 

Attention all members as I am unable to perform my Market duties on the 8 th November, I 

am looking for someone to take my place (Michael Ellinger) If you can fill the spot, please 
let myself or Richard know. 
 

 
 

 
 

Click on image for details 

8AM - 1PM

Date Leader Main Gate

25/10/2026 David Whiting Terry Elms Arthur Athan Teper Family Sam Oddo Jon Briesch Steve Hill

1/11/2026 Doug Bowden Atul G. Peter Webb  Volunteer (Long Weekend) Richard Simmons Judy Hui Byron Kyriakides

8/11/2026 John Bethune Lucy S Jon Briesch Schaunt Family Vacant George Carydias John Barnes

15/11/2026 Lesley Zuccaro Martha Bodon Ralph Zuccaro Nellivila Family Sam Oddo Marcus R Richard Simmons

22/11/2026 David Whiting Lucy S Arthur Athan Quint Family Robyn McNab Jon Briesch Barry Cronan

29/11/2026 Doug Bowden Richard May Glenda May Pettito Family Steve Hill Judy Hui Byron Kyriakides

6/12/2026 Lesley Zuccaro Ralph Zuccaro Peter Webb Dillon Family Michael Ellinger Orlando Green John Barnes

13/12/2026 David Whiting Martha Bodon Atul G Deyssing Family Sam Oddo Marcus R Steve Hill

20/12/2026 Doug Bowden Tom Buzza Lucy S Pakeer Family Robyn McNab George Carydias Barry Cronan

27/12/2026 John Bethune Terry Elms Peter Webb Volunteer (Public Holiday) Richard Simmons Judy Hui Byron Kyriakides

3/01/2027 Lesley Zuccaro Ralph Zuccaro Jon Briesch Scouts Michael Ellinger Orlando Green John Barnes

10/01/2027 Lucy S Greg /SOBC SOBC Scouts Sam Oddo Marcus R Richard Simmons

17/01/2027 Doug Bowden Arthur Athan Peter Webb Scouts Robyn McNab Jon Briesch Barry Cronan

24/01/2027 Lesley Zuccaro Ralph Zuccaro Terry Elms Scouts Steve Hill Judy Hui Byron Kyriakides

31/01/2027 John Bethune Martha Bodon Tom Buzza Scouts Michael Ellinger Orlando Green John Barnes

CASH/PACKUPSET-UP/Monitor

Rotary Market Roster to Oct to Jan 2027 - version

ROTARY FIRST SHIFT 6AM to 10AM ROTARY SECOND SHIFT 09:45AM to 2:00PM

Market Roster: Shift 1; 6 am to 10 am: Shift 2; 9.45 am to 1.45 pm (Market Close 2 PM ) (there is a 15 minute handover)

If you are unable to do your shift it is up to you to arrange a swap with another member - please advise Michael and copy Richard 

NOTE: Leader ( in Blue) responsible for co-ordination & management of the Market for the Day (does not have to be present for whole day)

5/10/2026

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://fittingintelligence.com/contact/rotaryoch/
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Quick Links 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Oakleigh Cricket Club Sponsors Update 
 

Dear Sponsors, 
 
I am very pleased to inform you all that the Oakleigh Cricket Club has started the new season in a 

very promising manner. 
 
The First X1 won a very tight game away against Baywater.  

Defending Premiers, the Second X1 had a very convincing win at home against Bayswater.  
The Third X1 easily accounted for Brighton at home. 
The Fourth X1 lost a very tight game against Brighton at home.  

 
Given we had 22 players making their senior debuts, this was a very encouraging performance 
and sees us sitting equal f irst on the VSDCA Club Championship with Preston and Port 

Melbourne. 
 
Round 2 is a two day f ixture which sees the First X1 playing Endeavour Hills at home, and the 

Second X1 playing Endeavour Hills away. The Thirds will be playing Caulf ield at home, and the 
Fourths will play Caulf ield at Caulf ield. 
 

The Junior section also began their season last weekend, with the Under 11's, Under 13's , Under 
15's and Under 17's all making successful starts to their programs.  
The Woolworths Blast Program for 4 to 10 year olds will begin on Saturday mornings in November. 

The J G Craig Shield Under 15 representative team has been selected and will begin their training 
and practice game schedule next week in preparation for the Carnival in January. 
 

I look forward to seeing you all in the near future. As club sponsors,you are always very welcome 
at our Thursday night dinners, games and club functions.  
 

Thank you for your generous and loyal support, it is very much appreciated by all members of  the 
Oakleigh Cricket Club community. 
 

For those of  you who would like to pay your sponsorship this month, let me know and I will arrange 
our Treasurer to forward an invoice to you. 
 

Regards and best wishes, 
Peter 
 

Upcoming Dates                          
 

Sunday 25th October 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market. Bookings are now online. Book 
your spot by following this link - https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-
oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market 

 
Sunday 1st November 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market.  
 

Sunday 8th November 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market.  
 
Sunday 15th November 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market.  

 
Sunday 22nd November 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market.  
 

Monday 12th April 2027 – District Governor Club Visit (Partners Night) 
 

Club Positions for 2026/27 
 
President     Richard Simmons            (Board) 
Vice President                                          TBA                                 

Past President                                          Steven Hill                      (Board) 
President Elect                                         Jon Breisch                     (Board) 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market
https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market
https://epubs.media/rotarydownunder/ezine/2026/691/
https://rotary9815.org.au/bulletin/viewsent/4dc5756e-3d1c-457d-b00f-64796d87dab1/64c50972-4df9-4e32-8168-2d3c6d7f2342?mid=oODUIJG7nQnks24WyiZ9WMW1/IK6+YEZYWQpLPzRkDs=&type=m
https://www.moncas.org.au/
https://wheelchairsforkids.org/
https://foodplantsolutions.org/
https://rotaryoch.org.au/1315/images/2026AutumnONBROADWAY.pdf
https://rotaryoch.org.au/1315/images/SOBCClubNewsletter-March2026Updateds1.pdf
https://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/council/news/latest-news
https://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/council/news/kingston-your-city
https://www.monash.vic.gov.au/Home
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Special 
Announcements 

27th October – 
Michael & Monica 
Ellinger Wedding 
Anniversary. 

30th October – Steve 
& Josie Hill Wedding 
Anniversary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secretary     Robyn McNab               (Board) 
Treasurer     George Carydias  (Board) 

Community                 Atul Gupta                       (Board) 
International                 Doug Bowden                  (Board) 
New Generations                    John Bethune                  (Board) 

Vocational                 Peter Webb                      (Board) 
Foundation    Ralph Zuccaro                 (Board)     
Data / Tech                                              Byron Kyriakides              (Board) 

Club Protection Off icer               TBD 
Membership / Club Service  TBD                      
PR / Fundraising               Luk (Judy) Hui                            

Market Manager                                       Richard Simmons                           
Programme    Sam Oddo                          
Bulletin                                                     Michael Ellinger               (Board) 

Rotaract                                                   Cess Hodges 
On to Conference                           Tom Buzza                         
Sergeant at Arms                                     Sam Oddo 

 
Please note that there are some roles that still need f illing so if  you can assist in any of  these roles, 
please reach out to Richard and let him know.  

 

District 9815 News 
 

D9815 Working with Children – Important Update 
 

From Oct 19th 2026, the Victorian Government is making changes to the WWC card application 
process. 
 

Expect f rom the above date that you will be required to do online Government training before a 
card can be issued. You can expect this to occur for:  
 
1.    All online renewals at the renewal date 

2.    All new online applications 
3.    If  you are changing status f rom a “Volunteer” to an “Employee” card (i.e. if  you previously 
had only needed a WWC card for volunteering, but then become employed in an industry which 

requires a WWC card - there are two dif ferent types.) 
 
All queries to go to Ken Mirams (District 9815 Protection Off icer)  

protection@rotary9815.org.au  M:0435573635 
 
Emma Clark 

District Governor 
PP PHF Rotary Club of  Emerald & District Inc. 
Rotary District 9815 

       0402 481 013 
 
 

2026 Council on Resolutions 
 

Dear District 9815 Rotarians and Rotaractors, I am pleased to share that the 2026 Council on 
Resolutions resolutions are now available, and the commenting period is open.  

All Rotarians may read the published resolutions here. 

• As District 9815 Council member, I may submit comments on up to three resolutions f rom 
1 to 8 October. Comments can only be made by Council members: These include 
representatives, the Council Operations Committee, the RI president, the RI president -

elect, members of  the RI Board, and one member of  The Rotary Foundation Trustees. 

Comments do not need district approval and are considered the member's o pinion. 

If  you have any comments on the published resolutions that you wish to bring to my attention, 
please email me directly  linda.humphries@rotary9815.org.au  so I can consider your views before 
the voting process begins on 15th October. The ballot will include each resolution along with any 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
mailto:protection@rotary9815.org.au
https://my.rotary.org/en/document/council-on-resolutions-proposed-resolutions
mailto:%20linda.humphries@rotary9815.org.au
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published comments. Representatives will cast their votes as they review each item by 31 
October. 

 
Regards 
Linda 

PDG Linda Humphries 
Rotary Inverloch 
Council on Legislation 

Secretary 2026-2027 
 

 

Support for Nepal 
 

Dear District 9815 Rotarians and Rotaract Members, 

  
You will be aware of  the absolute devastation and current tragic circumstances in the af termath of  
the f lash f lood in Nepal. 

  
Af ter discussions with all of  the relevant District Leaders, and with particular input f rom our 
Peninsula Rotaract members, who have a strong connection with some Rotaract and Rotary Clubs 

in and around Kathmandu, Nepal, we have developed the following stepped plan for moving 
forward with support for the people of  Nepal. 
  

1. In the short-term, donations to RAWCS are still valuable and thank you to those clubs who 
have already taken action by donating to RAWCS. 

  

We also of fer the opportunity to donate to our own D9815 District Disaster Relief  Account. The 
money here will be built up to support specif ic needs and provide targeted support to the people 
on the ground in Nepal. Our District’s Peninsula Rotaract team are currently liaising with the 

Rotaract and Rotary members over there to determine the best course of  action for rebuilding af ter 
immediate safety needs are met. 
  

Nepal Disaster 
D9815 Disaster Relief Account 
BSB 633 000 

Account number 241 760 768 
  
Clubs in our district can contribute to this account directly. Money tagged as being for this cause 

will be noted as such by the District Treasurer. We will keep Clubs informed as to where their 
funds are helping. 
  

In addition, the option to donate to the Foundation Disaster Response Fund is an excellent 
avenue of ensuring support. Clubs and individuals can donate to the DRF through the RI 
website: My Rotary Homepage | My Rotary 

  
2. Also, in the short-term, we have some funds already in the D9815 Disaster Relief  Account 

and we will be donating $4,000 of  that to Disaster Aid Australia, as they liaise directly with 

Disaster Aid Nepal – with f resh, clean water provision being crucial at present. 
  

3. In the medium to long-term, the Peninsula Rotaract Club is collecting data and information 

f rom their contacts around rebuilding and what gap our support could f ill. They will then be 
applying for a global grant f rom the Rotary Foundation Disaster Response Fund. The Club 
members are proceeding with their original planned trip to Nepal in December/January this 

year. This will be their third trip to the area, so they are very well-placed to help us connect 
with Rotaract and Rotary Clubs in situ. 

  

Please consider supporting any of  the above with your fundraising ef forts and donations.  
  
Thank you for your consideration of  supporting the people of  Nepal.  

  
Yours in Rotary and Rotaract, 
  

Emma Clark                                               Lily Setnik  
DG 9815                                                       DRR 9815 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://my.rotary.org/en/disaster-response-fund


Website - https://rotaryoch.org.au/home 

19
st 

October 2026                                                                                                        Page 8 of 13                                                                    Volume 8, Number 16                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
October is Mental Health Month – “Lift the Lid - Hat Day” - Australian Rotary 

Health 
 

A focus on mental health research is a focus for my District Governor year, and in preparation for 
this month we are encouraging all Rotary Clubs and Rotaract Clubs across District 9815 to host a 
Lif t the Lid - Hat Day at your club in October, in support o f  Australian Rotary Health’s vital mental 

health and general health initiatives. 
  
It’s quite simple really, just allocate a club event, where all members are encouraged to wear a hat 

to participate. Hat Day is a fun and meaningful way to engage your members and raise 
awareness. Grab your quirkiest hat and rally your club members to make a small donation to ARH.  
For donations - ARH account details BSB: 112 879 Account: 065 433 595, Reference use: D9815 

and your club name. 
For more visit www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au 
      

There are very few Rotarians / Rotaractors or their broader families and f riends that are not 
impacted by Mental Illness in one way or another. It af fects one in f ive Australians, and through 
Australian Rotary Health initiatives, we can help fund prevention, early intervention, and ed ucation 

programs that change lives. 
  
You may have noticed something new about Australian Rotary Health. A f resh look, a clearer 

voice, the f irst signs of  a new public face beginning to emerge. ARH is calling it -our "glow up". 
Over the past 6 months, ARH nationally, asked our club members, Ro tarians, Rotaractors, ARH 
partners, and researchers, to tell us honestly where ARH is thriving and where we could be braver. 

So, more Australians can discover what you already know. 
 
District 9815 ARH Committee; We are also looking to “glow up” our district ARH committee. The 
committee meets quarterly by Zoom and our mission is to work with clubs to strengthen the impact 

of  Australian Rotary Health. If  you have a few hours per month, a passion to work with other 
Rotarians and Rotaractors please Contact PDG Paul Mee -Director, Australian Rotary Health. M: 
0466 208 577 E: paul.mee@rotary9815.org.au 

 
Australian Rotary Health is a national program of  Rotary and is one of  the success stories of  
Rotary in Australia. Because of  you, and your support, all Rotarians and Rotaractors can be very 

proud of  ARH’s achievements over the past 45 years over $56M raised and invested in, 741 
Research Grants and 874 Scholarships funded. 
  

But there is still lots more we want to do. 
  
Yours in Rotary,  

Emma Clark 
D9815 District Governor 2026/27 

 

Early bird registration opened 1st August 2026 for D9815 Conference 2027 
 
Don't miss this opportunity to save some valuable dollars while you join in the fun of  catching up 
with fellow Rotarians f rom across the district. Get your tickets now by clicking on the image below. 
 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
http://www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au/
mailto:paul.mee@rotary9815.org.au
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Volunteer Youth Forms 
 
“All members - following up on working with children checks – it is imperative that al members who 

may come in contact – even incidental - with children (those under 18) have a working with 
children’s card (WWC) – most members have one but for those that do not could you apply for one 
ASAP and advise Michael once its received. It costs nothing to apply for a card as a volunteer – 

you can apply using this link Working with Children Check (service.vic.gov.au) 
 
Now for the additional requirement of  a Form 3 – as explained by the District Youth Chair – Ken 

Mirams – this is an additional requirement imposed by both the Victorian Government, Rotary 
International and for insurance purposes. The Form 3 is an extra check particularly for those 
situations where you may at any time be in a one-on-one situation with a child (anyone under 18), 

in those cases you must have both the WWC card and a completed Form 3.  
 
Trust that this clarif ies – incidental contact with children (not one on one) a WWC check is 

suf f icient – in situations where you will or may be one on one then a Form 3 must be completed.  
Of  course, logistically it makes planning a lot easier if  we all have both the WWC card and a Form 
3” 

 
Upon completion, please send the form to me. 
 

Regards: 
Robyn McNab 
Secretary (2025-26) 

Rotary Club Oakleigh Clayton Huntingdale Inc 
 
 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children
https://rotary9815.org.au/page/district-conference-2027


Website - https://rotaryoch.org.au/home 

19
st 

October 2026                                                                                                        Page 10 of 13                                                                    Volume 8, Number 16                                                                                                                                                                                           

Rotaract Club of Monash 
 

  
 

Club Meeting Details: 
 
The Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of  the Month at 7:00pm for a 7:15pm start at the 
Clayton Hotel, 319 Clayton Road, Clayton. Send them a message at info@monashrotaract.org.au 

if  you would like to join them and not miss out. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Follow this Link (https://monashrotaract.org.au/) on upcoming events at Monash Rotaract 
. 

Where other Clubs Meet 
 
A Rotarian can attend the weekly meeting of  any Rotary club around the world. This is a “make -

up” and counts as attendance credit when you are not able to attend a meeting of  your own club.  
 
Details for all District 9815 clubs can be obtained on the website www.rotary9815.org.au  
Details for clubs around the world are available on the RI website (www.rotary.org) 
 

Reminders 
 
Contributions for inclusion into the Bulletin should be passed  to editor@rotaryoch.org.au by Friday 

evening of  each week. 
 
Please remember if you cannot perform your rostered job, it is your duty to find a 

replacement to take your place. 

Visit our new Facebook page at @Rotaryoch9810 or click  
 
For any updates and changes which need to be made to the membership database please send 
them to editor@rotaryoch.org.au 

 
 
 

Joke of the Week 
 

This happened yesterday and is important information for our age group and beyond.  
A f riend had his 2nd dose of  the vaccine at the vaccination center af ter which he began to have 
blurred vision on the way home. 

 
When he got home, he called the vaccination center for advice and to ask if  he should go see a 
doctor, or be hospitalized. 

 
He was told NOT to go to a doctor or a hospital, but just return to the vaccination center 
immediately and pick up his glasses! 

 
 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://monashrotaract.org.au/
http://www.rotary9815.org.au/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Rotaryoch9810/
mailto:editor@rotaryoch.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/Rotaryoch9810/
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Rotary International News 
 

Grandparents for Vaccines share powerful stories 
 

An effort to keep today’s children from suffering the diseases of the past 
 
by Dr. Arthur Lavin 

 
In 1979, during the f irst weeks of  my residency at Boston Children’s Hospital, I cared for a very 
sick 8-year-old boy. He was infected with meningococcus, a bacterium that overwhelmed his body 

and caused a deadly case of  sepsis. His parents and I sat at his bedside, watching as his heart 
alternated between a slow, imperceptible beating and, with the administration of  an hourly 
medication, a more normal rhythm. 

 
But the infection was advanced, and af ter several hours, the boy died. I will never forget his agony 
nor the agony of  his loving family. And to this day I remain so grateful that a vaccine — the 

meningococcal vaccine — means parents and their children no longer need to endure such 
anguish and pain. 
 

But something peculiar happened in the years af ter the vaccine was introduced. As relieved 
parents had their children vaccinated and those agonizing deathbed scenes became less f requent, 
people forgot about the danger of  meningococcus. Now paediatricians are reporting that these 

dreaded infections are reappearing in our children. 
 
And it’s not just meningococcus. In 2000, the Centres for Disease Control and Prevention declared 

that measles had been eliminated in the United States — and yet today, the disease is surging 
across many regions of  the country. According to the CDC, the U.S. is now experiencing its 
highest levels of  measles infections in 35 years. That’s unacceptable. 

 

 
 

It is a bitter irony that the very success of  childhood vaccination has made us forget critical stories 
about the sad and long-term impact that measles and other infectious diseases can have. We now 

realize that vaccines can not only erase the disease itself  but any memory of  that disease as well. 
And regrettably, that can contribute to a diminished interest in preventing it. 
 

With their unique position in society, grandparents can help dispel that cultural amnesia. 
Traditionally, we have shared wisdom across the generations using true stories f rom our past, and 
those stories can help shape the choices that others make. The power of  grandparents’ stories 

f lows f rom the depth of  our real experience and the love we have for our grandchildren. 
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This is why, one year ago, I helped found Grandparents for Vaccines. As a husband, father, 
grandfather, and retired paediatrician, I have witnessed some heartbreaking moments that 

continue to keep me up at night. Today I can’t help but wonder why parents would invite 
preventable diseases — diseases we had all but eradicated — back into our children’s lives. 
 

At Grandparents for Vaccines, we collect emotionally powerful stories that can help younger 
people remember, if  only vicariously, the ravaging ef fects of  diseases that medical advances can 
now prevent. Therese Vogel’s story is a great example. 

 
An Oregon-based mother, grandmother, and member of  Grandparents for Vaccines, Therese 
recently shared the story of  her sister, Nancy, who, at age 4, suf fered an infection in her brain 

called encephalitis, which can be a terrible complication of  measles. Sadly, the condition caused 
intellectual disabilities that af fected Nancy for the rest of  her life. In a moving video — one of  many 
shared on our organization’s YouTube channel — Therese expressed her wish that no child 

should suf fer the way her sister did. Nancy’s experience with measles teaches us all that the 
infection can have devastating consequences. Through her story, Therese reminds us what’s 
really at stake and why we need to show people the continued importance of  childhood 

vaccinations. 
 
To read the full article click here 

 

 

 

Click on the image for full detail 
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