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Upcoming Club Program 
 

Date Speaker Chairperson 
21st 
September 

Board Meeting (Via Zoom) Richard Simmons 

28th 
September 

No General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel, but we 
will be having a Fellowship night meeting (Venue 
is the Orexi Souvlaki Bar 33 Chester st Oakleigh) 

Richard Simmons 

5th October General Meeting not in person but via Zoom Only. Richard Simmons 

12th 

October 

General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Guest 

Speakers are South Oakleigh College & Subject is 
MUNA and also Sen Sargent Mark Rogers 

Sam Oddo 

19th 

October 

Board Meeting (Via Zoom) Richard Simmons 

26th 
October 

General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Guest 
Speakers are the RYLA Leaders & the Subject is 

the RYLA Experience 

Sam Oddo 

2nd 
November 

No Club Meeting (Melbourne Cup Day Eve)  

9th 
November 

General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel. Guest 
Speaker is Stewart Richards (ex-Oakleigh 
Rotarian) 

Sam Oddo 

16th 
November 

Board Meeting (Via Zoom) Richard Simmons 

23rd 

November 

No General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel, but we 

will be having a Fellowship night meeting (Venue 
TBA) 

Richard Simmons 

30th 

November 

No General Meeting at the Clayton Hotel, (Venue 

& Function TBC) 

Richard Simmons 
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Rotary Four-Way 
Test 

"Of the things we think, 
say or do: 
 
1. Is it the Truth? 
2. Is it Fair to all 
concerned? 
3. Will it build goodwill 
and better friendships? 
4. Will it be beneficial to 
all concerned?" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidents Report 
 

2026-27: Create Lasting Impact 
 
It was great to see a large number of  Rotarian's at last week’s 

meeting, the presentation kept everyone entertained and hopefully 
we can continue with updates etc in the future. 
 

This week is our monthly Board meeting via Zoom.  
 
3XY will be at the market next week (27th) promoting the stall 

holders and the market, tune in to get the vibe. 
 
The NEW f inal market roster will be sent out tomorrow Tuesday 

22nd, thank you all for your feedback, a reminder that if  you need 
to swap a shif t let Michael and myself  know so we can keep the 
roster up to date. 

 
Yours in Rotary 
Pres Richard 

 

Last Meeting & Notes  
 

Last Meeting (14th September): 
 

Apologies = Greg Telley. 
Make Ups = None. 
Leave of Absence = None. 

Visitors = Trudy & Russell Poole f rom Rotary Peninsula 2.0.  
 
This week we held our General Meeting was back at the Clayton Hotel and our guest speakers 

were Trudy & Russell Poole f rom Rotary Peninsula 2.0 who gave us an excellent presentation on 
the “Ride to Reach” program. 
 

Click here to see the video that was presented on the night showing the Ride for Reach Bike Ride. 
 
To hear and see the presentation made f rom both Trudy & Russell on the night and General 

Business made by the members, refer to the video by clicking on this link. 
   

Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market – Information & 
Roster 
 

 
 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAV0YPy8Glw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tKB3ZjKhVuWRMARwW8SknGSxLwT2rd5I/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market
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The Object of 

Rotary 
 
1.  The development of 
acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service;  
 
2.  High ethical standards 
in business and 
professions; the 
recognition of the 
worthiness of all useful 
occupations, and the 
dignifying of each 
Rotarian's occupation as 
an opportunity to serve 
society;  
 
3.  The application of the 
ideal of service in each 
Rotarian's personal, 
business, and community 
life;  
 
4.  The advancement of 
international 
understanding, goodwill, 
and peace through a 
world fellowship of 
business and professional 
persons united in the 
ideal of service. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market Bookings are now online. Click Image above or scan 
the QR code below to make your booking 

 

 
 
Oakleigh Rotary Market Roster 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Click on image for details 

 8AM - 1PM

Date Notes Leader Main Gate

27/09/2026
GF Long 

weekend
Rotaract/LS Orlando Green Peter Webb Scouts Robyn McNab Jon Briesch Barry Cronan

4/10/2026 Doug Bowden Tom Buzza Arthur Athan Scouts Steve Hill Judy Hui Byron Kyriakides

11/10/2026 John Bethune Martha Bodon Terry Elms Scouts Robyn McNab Bron Lamond John Barnes

18/10/2026 Lesley Zuccaro Ralph Zuccaro Atul Scouts Sam Oddo Marcus R Michael Ellinger

CASH/PACKUPSET-UP/Monitor

Rotary Market Roster to Oct 2026 - version

ROTARY FIRST SHIFT 6AM to 10AM ROTARY SECOND SHIFT 09:45AM to 2:00PM

Market Roster: Shift 1; 6 am to 10 am: Shift 2; 9.45 am to 1.45 pm (Market Close 2 PM ) (there is a 15 minute handover)

If you are unable to do your shift it is up to you to arrange a swap with another member - please advise Michael and copy Richard & David W

NOTE: Leader ( in Blue) responsible for co-ordination & management of the Market for the Day (does not have to be present for whole day)

Final 26 September 2026

25/10/2026 David Whiting Tom Buzza Rotaract Teper Family Barry Cronan Jon Briesch Steve Hill

1/11/2026 Doug Bowden Atul G. Peter Webb  Volunteer (Long Weekend) Richard Simmons Judy Hui Byron Kyriakides

8/11/2026 John Bethune Arthur Athan Terry Elms Schaunt Family Michael Ellinger George Carydias John Barnes

15/11/2026 Lesley Zuccaro Martha Bodon Ralph Zuccaro Nellivila Family Sam Oddo Marcus R Richard Simmons

22/11/2026 David Whiting Orlando Green Atul G Quint Family Robyn McNab Jon Briesch Barry Cronan

29/11/2026 Doug Bowden Greg /SOBC SOBC Pettito Family Steve Hill Judy Hui Byron Kyriakides

6/12/2026 Lesley Zuccaro Ralph Zuccaro Peter Webb Dillon Family Michael Ellinger Orlando Green John Barnes

13/12/2026 David Whiting Martha Bodon Atul G Deyssing Family Sam Oddo Marcus R Steve Hill

20/12/2026 Doug Bowden Tom Buzza Rotaract Pakeer Family Robyn McNab George Carydias Barry Cronan

27/12/2026 John Bethune Terry Elms Arthur Athan Volunteer (Public Holiday) Richard Simmons Judy Hui Byron Kyriakides

3/01/2027 Lesley Zuccaro Ralph Zuccaro Jon Briesch Scouts Michael Ellinger Orlando Green John Barnes

10/01/2027 Rotaract Greg /SOBC SOBC Scouts Sam Oddo Marcus R Richard Simmons

17/01/2027 Doug Bowden Tom Buzza Peter Webb Scouts Robyn McNab Jon Briesch Barry Cronan

24/01/2027 Lesley Zuccaro Ralph Zuccaro Arthur Athan Scouts Steve Hill Judy Hui Byron Kyriakides

31/01/2027 John Bethune Martha Bodon Terry Elms Scouts Michael Ellinger Orlando Green John Barnes

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://fittingintelligence.com/contact/rotaryoch/
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Club Vision 
 
OCH Rotary is an 
energetic, fun-loving, 
forward-thinking Rotary 
Club that wishes to 
continue to grow 
strategically and provide 
all its members with 
opportunities to serve 
while undertaking 
worthwhile and 
sustainable projects 
locally, nationally and 
globally. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Ride to REACH - Update                     
 

Dear Doug, Richard, and the team at Rotary Club of  Oakleigh Clayton Huntingdale,  
 

I hope you’re all having a wonderful start to the week.  

 
I heard that the presentation Trudy and Russell gave yesterday went really well. We can't express 
how much we want to thank you and everyone at the club for having Trudy and Russell present 

there and understand the work we do for our community here in Siem Reap. Having your club 
support our community, especially sponsoring our outreach program, means so much to us. We're 
so grateful. I attached some photos of  Trudy & Russell doing the presentation to your club in this 

email. 
 

   

 
 
I wanted to reach out to you with some exciting news: this week we're hosting our Ride to REACH 
Q&A sessions, open to everyone who'd like to join. Emily will be there to share more about the 

rides and the cause, and to answer any questions f rom participants. Our past riders will also be 
joining to share their experiences.  

 

We'd love to invite the members f rom the Rotary Club of  Oakleigh Clayton Huntingdale to join our 
webinar session, so they can learn more about our Charity Bike Rides and hear directly f rom our 
speakers.  

 
We have two sessions available, please see the details below:  

 

Date of  the call: Sunday 20th September  
 

First session: 9am Cambodia time / 12pm Australia time  

Second session: 4pm Cambodia time / 7pm Australia time  
 

How to RSVP 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
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Quick Links 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
If  anyone is interested or you know of  anyone who would be, you can Click here to register or feel 

f ree to connect them with us directly. We'll send you the call link and a calendar invite.  
 

Thank you so much for supporting our community and staying behind our cause year af ter year.  

 
I’m looking forward to hearing back f rom you.  
 

Kind Regards, 
Rina Rat 

 

Global Grant - Update 
 
To all members - this is the Global Grant we partially f inanced, the mobile eye testing unit, in 

action and also the article which appeared in RDU, attached.  
 

 
 

Click on image to read article 
 

 
 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://epubs.media/rotarydownunder/ezine/2026/691/
https://rotary9815.org.au/bulletin/viewsent/2b93d798-018f-4dd8-8e44-5b3101fc5988/6e1b3f65-8c19-479d-bba6-75bd97ce6950?mid=MSaxl1BHFpWDoI112M0xhIryCnfZBuvOMAXnhX4i2BA=&type=m
https://www.moncas.org.au/
https://wheelchairsforkids.org/
https://foodplantsolutions.org/
https://rotaryoch.org.au/1315/images/2026AutumnONBROADWAY.pdf
https://rotaryoch.org.au/1315/images/SOBCClubNewsletter-March2026Updateds1.pdf
https://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/council/news/latest-news
https://www.kingston.vic.gov.au/council/news/kingston-your-city
https://www.monash.vic.gov.au/Home
https://rotaryoch.org.au/1315/images/RotaryDownUnderJul-Aug2026.pdf
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Special 
Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Dates                          
 

Sunday 27th September 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market. Bookings are now online. Book 
your spot by following this link - https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-
oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market 

 
Sunday 4th October 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market.  
 

Sunday 11th October 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market.  
 
Sunday 18th October 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market.  

 
Sunday 25th October 2026 – Oakleigh Rotary Sunday Market.  
 

Monday 12th April 2027 – District Governor Club Visit (Partners Night) 
 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market
https://www.ozeemarkets.com.au/marketlist/vic-oakleigh-oakleigh-rotary-sunday-market
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Club Positions for 2026/27 
 

President     Richard Simmons            (Board) 
Vice President                                          TBA                                 (Board) 
Past President                                          Steven Hill                      (Board) 

President Elect                                         Jon Breisch                     (Board) 
Secretary     Robyn McNab               (Board) 
Treasurer     George Carydias  (Board) 

Community                 Atul Gupta                       (Board) 
International                 Doug Bowden                  (Board) 
New Generations                    John Bethune                  (Board) 

Vocational                 Peter Webb                 
Foundation    Ralph Zuccaro                 (Board)     
Data / Tech                                              Byron Kyriakides              (Board) 

Club Protection Off icer               TBD 
Membership / Club Service  TBD                      
PR / Fundraising               Luk (Judy) Hui                            

Market Manager                                       Richard Simmons                           
Programme    Sam Oddo                          
Bulletin                                                     Michael Ellinger               (Board) 

Rotaract                                                   Cess Hodges 
On to Conference                           Tom Buzza                         
Sergeant at Arms                                     Sam Oddo 

 
Please note that there are some roles that still need f illing so if  you can assist in any of  these roles, 
please reach out to Richard and let him know.  

 

District 9815 News 
 

RAWCS Nepal Disaster Appeal 
 

 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
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Due to the devastating f lash f lood in Nepal, a Disaster Appeal has been launched by RAWCS and 

if  your Club is able to support the details are below and in the attached f lyer.   
  
The appeal link is here: 

Rotary - Nepal Flooding Disaster Relief (RAWCS) 
https://directory.rawcs.com.au/17-2026-27 
  

RAWCS will work through our existing Rotary contacts in Nepal to help deliver humanitarian 
assistance to af fected communities and collaborating closely with Rotary leaders and local 
partners on the ground to identify needs and support relief  ef forts in the days and weeks ahead. 

Thank you to all Clubs for considering providing assistance.  
  
Regards 

Shalini Penny 

 
October is Mental Health Month – “Lift the Lid - Hat Day” - Australian Rotary 

Health 
 

A focus on mental health research is a focus for my District Governor year, and in preparation for 
this month we are encouraging all Rotary Clubs and Rotaract Clubs across District 9815 to host a 
Lif t the Lid - Hat Day at your club in October, in support o f  Australian Rotary Health’s vital mental 

health and general health initiatives. 
  
It’s quite simple really, just allocate a club event, where all members are encouraged to wear a hat 

to participate. Hat Day is a fun and meaningful way to engage your members and raise 
awareness. Grab your quirkiest hat and rally your club members to make a small donation to ARH.  
For donations - ARH account details BSB: 112 879 Account: 065 433 595, Reference use: D9815 
and your club name. 

For more visit www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au 
      
There are very few Rotarians / Rotaractors or their broader families and f riends that are not 

impacted by Mental Illness in one way or another. It af fects one in f ive Australians, and through 
Australian Rotary Health initiatives, we can help fund prevention, early intervention, and ed ucation 
programs that change lives. 

  
You may have noticed something new about Australian Rotary Health. A f resh look, a clearer 
voice, the f irst signs of  a new public face beginning to emerge. ARH is calling it -our "glow up". 

Over the past 6 months, ARH nationally, asked our club members, Ro tarians, Rotaractors, ARH 
partners, and researchers, to tell us honestly where ARH is thriving and where we could be braver. 
So, more Australians can discover what you already know. 

 
District 9815 ARH Committee; We are also looking to “glow up” our district ARH committee. The 
committee meets quarterly by Zoom and our mission is to work with clubs to strengthen the impact 

of  Australian Rotary Health. If  you have a few hours per month, a passion to work with other 
Rotarians and Rotaractors please Contact PDG Paul Mee -Director, Australian Rotary Health. M: 
0466 208 577 E: paul.mee@rotary9815.org.au 

 
Australian Rotary Health is a national program of  Rotary and is one of  the success stories of  
Rotary in Australia. Because of  you, and your support, all Rotarians and Rotaractors can be very 

proud of  ARH’s achievements over the past 45 years over $56M raised and invested in, 741 
Research Grants and 874 Scholarships funded. 
  

But there is still lots more we want to do. 
  
Yours in Rotary,  

Emma Clark 
D9815 District Governor 2026/27 

 

Early bird registration opened 1st August 2026 for D9815 Conference 2027 
 
Don't miss this opportunity to save some valuable dollars while you join in the fun of  catching up 
with fellow Rotarians f rom across the district. Get your tickets now by clicking on the image below. 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://directory.rawcs.com.au/17-2026-27
http://www.australianrotaryhealth.org.au/
mailto:paul.mee@rotary9815.org.au
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Volunteer Youth Forms 
 
“All members - following up on working with children checks – it is imperative that al members who 

may come in contact – even incidental - with children (those under 18) have a working with 
children’s card (WWC) – most members have one but for those that do not could you apply for one 
ASAP and advise Michael once its received. It costs nothing to apply for a card as a volunteer – 

you can apply using this link Working with Children Check (service.vic.gov.au) 
 
Now for the additional requirement of  a Form 3 – as explained by the District Youth Chair – Ken 

Mirams – this is an additional requirement imposed by both the Victorian Government, Rotary 
International and for insurance purposes. The Form 3 is an extra check particularly for those 
situations where you may at any time be in a one-on-one situation with a child (anyone under 18), 

in those cases you must have both the WWC card and a completed Form 3.  
 
Trust that this clarif ies – incidental contact with children (not one on one) a WWC check is 

suf f icient – in situations where you will or may be one on one then a Form 3 must be completed.  
Of  course, logistically it makes planning a lot easier if  we all have both the WWC card and a Form 
3” 

 
Upon completion, please send the form to me. 
 

Regards: 
Robyn McNab 
Secretary (2025-26) 

Rotary Club Oakleigh Clayton Huntingdale Inc 
 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children
https://rotary9815.org.au/page/district-conference-2027
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Rotaract Club of Monash 
 

  
 

Club Meeting Details: 
 
The Club meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday of  the Month at 7:00pm for a 7:15pm start at the 
Clayton Hotel, 319 Clayton Road, Clayton. Send them a message at info@monashrotaract.org.au 

if  you would like to join them and not miss out. 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 
Follow this Link (https://monashrotaract.org.au/) on upcoming events at Monash Rotaract 
. 

Where other Clubs Meet 
 
A Rotarian can attend the weekly meeting of  any Rotary club around the world. This is a “make -

up” and counts as attendance credit when you are not able to attend a meeting of  your own club.  
 
Details for all District 9815 clubs can be obtained on the website www.rotary9815.org.au  
Details for clubs around the world are available on the RI website (www.rotary.org) 
 

Reminders 
 
Contributions for inclusion into the Bulletin should be passed  to editor@rotaryoch.org.au by Friday 

evening of  each week. 
 
Please remember if you cannot perform your rostered job, it is your duty to find a 

replacement to take your place. 

Visit our new Facebook page at @Rotaryoch9810 or click  
 
For any updates and changes which need to be made to the membership database please send 
them to editor@rotaryoch.org.au 

 

Joke of the Week 
 
Six retired Irishmen were playing poker in O'Leary's apartment when Paddy Murphy loses $500 on 
a single hand, clutches his chest, and drops dead at the table.  

 
Showing respect for their fallen brother, the other f ive continue playing standing up. Michael 
O'Connor looks around and asks, 'Oh, me boys, someone got's to tell Paddy's wife. Who will it 

be?' They draw straws. Paul Gallagher picks the short one.  
 
They tell him to be discreet, be gentle, don't make a bad situation any worse. 'Discreet??? I'm the 

most discreet Irishmen you'll ever meet, t’ be sure. Discretion is me middle name. Leave it to me.'  
 
Gallagher goes over to Murphy's house and knocks on the door. Mrs. Murphy answers, and asks 

what he wants. Gallagher declares, 'Your husband just lost $500, and he’s af raid to come home.' 
'Tell him to drop dead!', says Murphy's wife. 'I'll go tell him.' says Gallagher.  
 

 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://monashrotaract.org.au/
http://www.rotary9815.org.au/
http://www.rotary.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Rotaryoch9810/
mailto:editor@rotaryoch.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/Rotaryoch9810/
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Rotary International News 
 

Beguiled in Barcelona 
 

To discover the 2027 Rotary International Convention host city, start by 

getting lost 
 
by Diana Schoberg | Photography by Monika Lozinska 

 

In just a few steps, we’ve traveled through 2,000 years of  Barcelona’s history. The ruins of  a 
Roman temple. A medieval church sheltering the relics of  the city’s martyred patron saint. A 
mosaic-covered modernist concert hall. Every corner we turn there are more quaint buildings, 

more quiet courtyards f illed with greenery and fountains and artwork. 
 
I know I’m jet-lagged, but that’s not why my mind is spinning. Albert Torras, a journalist who 

moonlights as a tour guide and who has joined me for the af ternoon, reassures me. “The best 
thing to do in Barcelona is to get lost here in the center,” he says. 
 

I landed in Barcelona a few hours ago to experience for myself  the charms that draw so many 
people to this city, which will host the 2027 Rotary International Convention 26-30 June. Torras, a 
member of  the Rotary Club of  Barcelona Alba, and Montse Moral of  the Rotary Club of  Sant Cugat 

del Vallès had met me at the Gran Hotel Havana af ter I regrouped f rom my f light. The historic 
luxury hotel, built in 1882, is the home base of  the Rotary Club of  Barcelona and my home for the 
next few days. 

 
As we walked toward the city’s Gothic Quarter, Torras regaled me with the history of  Barcelona 
and its region, Catalonia. Romans founded the city at the end of  the 1st century BC, calling it 

Barcino. In the mid-12th century, Catalonia became part of  the Crown of  Aragon, which went on to 
conquer parts of  the Western Mediterranean, including Valencia, Sicily, Sardinia, Naples, and 
Athens. “It was the most important country in the Mediterranean in the 12th, 13th, and 14th 

centuries,” Torras says. 
 

 
 

There’s more to say, but that brings us to where we’re standing right now, at the entry to the 
Gothic Quarter. The neighborhood was built up around the time that Barcelona was a 
Mediterranean powerhouse. As we wander around, we pass the ornate Barcelona Cathedral, 

dedicated to St. Eulalia, martyred at the age of  13 during the 4th century persecution of  Christians 
throughout the Roman Empire. And speaking of  the Romans, the cathedral is inside the original 
Roman city. Torras points out the large stone blocks at the base of  nearby structures. These are 

the original Roman walls; the smaller bricks farther up were placed later. 
 
We continue down a narrow street next to the church, and the atmosphere is more subdued. We 

see the old royal palace with its crown-shaped tower and pass the Archives of  the Crown of  
Aragon, which holds several UNESCO-recognized documents. 
 

To explain those, it’s time for more of  that history lesson. In 1469, Ferdinand II of  Aragon married 
Isabella of  nearby Castile, setting the stage for the unif ication of  Spain. In 1492, they sponsored 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
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Christopher Columbus’ voyages to the New World, launching the country into its role as a global 
power. Historical documents related to Columbus’ expeditions are housed at the Aragon archives. 

 
The Catalan merchants who found their fortunes in the Americas are responsible for the 
architecture that Barcelona might be best known for — that of  the Modernisme movement. 

 
I get my f irst taste of  the Catalan Modernist architecture just outside the Gothic Quarter in the 
Palau de la Música Catalana, perhaps the building that stands out most in my postf light brain fog. 

The UNESCO World Heritage Site is adorned with mosaic pillars with f loral motifs and busts of  
famous composers. If  you don’t have time for a tour of  the inside, go around the corner and grab a 
cof fee f rom the f irst-f loor café, where you can admire the ceramic f lowers and stained glass 

incorporating the natural themes typical of  the movement. 
 
To read the full article click here 

 

 

 

Click on the image for full details 

 

https://rotaryoch.org.au/home
https://www.rotary.org/en/articles/2026/09/beguiled-in-barcelona
https://donations.rotaryoch.org.au/
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